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Editorial 


In the nature of things the Library Association Conference this year cannot have the speétacular 
charaéter of the jubilee one of 1950; but that does not mean it will be less effeétive or less 
useful. Edinburgh is the second city of the United Kingdom, at least in appeal to bookmen, 
and probably Scots would objeét to our order of the hierarchy. Apart from the public libraries, 
a place that has the National Library of Scotland, the Advocates, the Signet and the University 
libraries, to name only the principal ones, with many associations and treasures, must have 
great attractions. On looking over conference reports generally, one can infer that the one 
institution in a town that is not frequented by librarians in the week is the public library. 
The obstacle is no doubt occupation with the meetings, which many delegates are naturally 
unwilling to miss. But we do suggest that library visits by newcomers to Edinburgh might 
be quite as important, in present impression and lasting effect, as most ordinary meetings can 
be. Since it must be admitted that our business at Edinburgh is to attend meetings, restraint 
is essential, but at least the Central Library and the fine Leith Library should be squeezed into 
the personal programme. 
* * * * * * 
There was a time when the Library Association issued its programmes well in advance 
and consequently the Lrsrary Wortp was able to comment upon them. The modern 
conference is a complex affair, and subje& to variations, and the programme is not now issued 
until nearer the time. Some comments are possible from such announcements as have been 
published, but no member can be served except by the official programme itself. It will 
obviously be a full assembly, occupying the week from Monday to Friday (June 4th—8th) 
and will be on lines familiar to the members. Registration will be on Monday and Tuesday ; 
there will be the President’s Address on Tuesday morning, and three other morning general 
sessions ; all the seétions, including the new, successful Medical Seétion, have their usual 
special sessions; there will be the Annual Lecture on Tuesday evening; a garden party, 
various visits, and, of course, the Annual Meeting. The conference will be in capable hands ; 
the President, Mr. James Wilkie, has proved to be a most genial and urbane pilot of meetings, 
with a keen sense of humour, unusual knowledge of libraries, drawn from a long experience 
of their planning and problems, a special gift for apposite anecdote and, what is most valuable, 
a power of condensing the results of a debate in brief, telling sentences. More than this we 
need not say of the Conference, except that those who attend may be sure that Edinburgh 
will not fail in its proverbial hospitality. 
* * * * 
The Annual Report of the Library Association, which it is the main business of the 
Annual General Meeting to consider, is this year a document of 40 quarto pages, running 
to over twenty thousand words. It is a record of aétivities which in their extent and library 
interest would have been unbelievable a score of years ago. The L.A. annual expenditure was 
£47,469, which was £3,684 more than the income received. Annual subscriptions accounted 
‘for £17,154, receipts from the conference £1,748, including a grant of £787 from the Carnegie 
Trustees, the fees of examination candidates £7,581, and the sales of publications £12,688. 
From this part-statement, the extent of the enterprise can in'a measure be gauged. It would 
appear that the total administrative and general charges are £19,877, which sum includes no 
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less than {£4,177 in capitation fees to branches and sections. There was a deficit of £1,562 on 
the Jubilee Conference, a modest expenditure for a great achievement. Educational work 
cost £8,974 or £1,393 more than the fees of candidates. An apparent loss £5,050 is recorded 
against the Publications department, but this does not allow for the stocks in hand which are 
probably of much more value than that. The Library cost £3,917, which is all expenditure, 
and a modest one for the services rendered. The kitchen cost about £100 beyond its receipts. 
The overall deficit is probably more imaginary than real ; in faét, the Balance Sheet ends the 
year with £48,355. Some reflection however may be given to the need for increased funds. 
* * * * * * 


The Association now has 10,433 members, including 681 overseas members. United 
Kingdom members by the revised byelaws were made members of their appropriate branch 
automatically and now there are 8,863 members in branches; and classifying the members 
another way, 8,893 are in special sections, the A.A.L. taking 5,760 of them. The work of 
every committee has been devoted and thorough, and guided by an able series of chairmen. 
The work the latter do should be studied ; for example, the Publications Committee, which 
Mr. Frank M. Gardner leads, published not only the Record, but also 15,000 copies of A 
Century of Public Libraries, The Year’s Work, The Libraries of London, County Library Practice, 
The Year Book, a revised syllabus of examinations, entitled now the Students’ Handbook, the 
Subject Index to Periodicals, three excellent L.A. Pamphlets, the conference Proceedings (5,500 
copies sold), the Library Science Abstracts and two new L.A. Booklists ; and a series of regional 
editorial committees were set up to revise Books for Youth. If it is understood that the Chairman 
has to examine the ms., choose the format, obtain estimates and guide the proof-reading of 
all these works, some notion of his service may be gained. One disappointment was the 
failure of the projected history of English public libraries to appear in the year of celebration. 
It was completed however by the end of the year, by its author, Mr. W. A. Munford, who, 
we surmise, was given the task too late for earlier completion; it will appear this year. A 
similar study could be made of the work of Education. Mr. F. G. B. Hutchings chaired this 
last year. The entry into librarianship is relatively large : 1,476 newcomers sat for the Entrance, 
3,880 for the Registration and, heavy figures but a heavy fall, 1,041 for the Final. These are 
impressive figures, but they do not mean more than that most of the Registration and Final 
Students are taking parts and not the whole of those Examinations ; indeed, out of the 4,921 
sitting, only 400 (238 A.L.A., and 162 F.L.A.) were registered in these classes. There are now 
3,192 Chartered Librarians. 

Equally creative is the work of the Library Research Committee (Mr. Raymond Irwin) 
although naturally less obvious. It has had working parties on several subjects, including 
those propounded by the Royal Society Information Conference ; on the improvement of 
bibliographical services ; on grants for research purposes ; hospital library services ; standards 
for bibliographical services, and it has seen the successful launching and first year voyage of 
the British National Bibliography. 

* * * * * ok 

That is not all this remarkable report records ; but enough to indicate the quality of a 
living Association which vitalizes meetings in all parts of the Kingdom. It is a privilege to say 
a word of gratitude to its Honorary Officers and to the capable staff led by Mr. Welstord, the 
Secretary, who from the oldest to the youngest find in the work the enthusiasm, and we hope 
the joy, of successful service. 

* * * * 


A week-end school for children’s librarians and others interested in children and their 
reading will be held at Pendley Manor, Tring, from July 27th to 29th. Pendley Manor, now 
a residential educational centre, is a large country house in pleasant surroundings on the 
edge of the Chilterns. It is within easy reach of London (Green Line Coach 706 or 707), or 
Aylesbury and Luton by bus. The week-end is intended to be an intensive course. Students 
will arrive in time for the evening meal on Friday (6.30) and may leave on Sunday evening. 
In special cases it may be possible to arrange for students to stay until Monday morning. The 
total cost of residence for the period Friday to Sunday will be £2.2s. An a would be 
made for those staying until Monday. 
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Edinburgh 
Some Personal Memories 


By W. C. Berwick Savers 
Imperial Mistress of the Northern Realm, 
With half a hundred mist-wreathed pinnacles, 
And caStled heights that mock the centuries, 
I, dweller in the southern cities, come 


To offer incense 


Tus, some forty years ago, I greeted Edinburgh, in a penny note-book, “started on aseat 
in Princes Gardens”—.as it records—‘‘under the Scott monument, with the mighty wizard, 
immortalized in marble, turning his back upon me, with his heavy cloak, or shawl, drawn 
tightly around him as if to shut out the contamination of a lesser mortal who dared to scrawl 
in his presence.” Possibly he would agree with Bernard Shaw that even “a cat with an ear 
could write blank verse,” were he able to read that greeting ; but, then, Sir Walter did not 
write blank verse except in quotations from imaginary “Old plays” invented as chapter 
headings for his novels. 

Edinburgh is distinétive among cities ; possibly the most romantic of them all. I thought 
so then, being as yet, by a year, unacquainted with Florence ; I think so now, with more 
knowledge. I feel that ““Modern Athens is not a name justified by Calton Hill or by the 
columned buildings of the National Galleries which can be seen from there. It is in the men 
of Edinburgh, its poets, novelists, essayists, historians, philosophers and logicians, and its 
libraries, schools and tremendous cultural tradition generally that the name may be justified. 

What city has a finer site ? I hope those, who may be seeing it for the first time at the 
coming Conference, will climb to Arthur’s Seat and look over the city, the Forth and the 
hills of Fife ; then will get the view from the Castle of which Edinburghers are immensely and 
justly enamoured ; and, finally, look down from Calton Hill. They will have little leisure 
for more if they do justice to the exactions of the Conference, and it is better to carry away the 
impressions of the unique panorama than of what must be very few of the details. For those 
details one must be alone in Edinburgh, as I was then and have been on later occasions. 

I am not concerned to quote much of my seven-thousand-words’ record of that first visit. 
I did the usual things : the Castle and Mons Meg and the chapel of the lovely St. Margaret ; 
Holyrood, of course; the cathedral of St. Giles; the Canongate Tolbooth, and Canongate 
Churchyard, where the young Robert Ferguson was buried, the master in the song-art of the 
greater Robert; the fairer Calton graveyard where Hume and the Blackwoods lie; the 
Parliament House ; then, across Parliament Hall, to the Advocates’ Library where, in a huge 
lower stone hall, were exhibited a 42-line Bible, a Burns’ autograph letter and the original 
ms. of Waverley, “written in a clear sloping hand.” Then there was the valley below the Castle 
where, behind a more modern church, is the older church of St. Cuthbert’s, in the burial ground 
of which is the grave of De Quincey. “There were fresh flowers on it, which gladdened me to 
think that someone still recognized a debt to the greater writer.” And so on. Then came this— 
remember it is 1911: 5 

“Out on to Castle Hill again, where are the memorials to the fallen of the various 

Scottish regiments; through Lawnmarket and round the corner to a flat, gloomy 

building which proves to be the Public library. Large room opposite the entrance, 

with ramparts of indicator, is the lending library. The waste of space is enormous ; 
the room was built as for an open-shelf library and has been tortured into an indicator one. 

Up several flights of steps, passing a corridor leading to a palatial apartment where in all 

probability the Chief Librarian is enthroned, I reach a fine room with a dome, alcoves, 

an iron gallery and a card catalogue. Not a reference library merely ; all the reviews 
and magazines are there. This is the best room in the building. At the tables the chairs 
are on one side only, which is probably commendable. Stock seems fairly extensive. 

Down below, down a wearisome number of steps, with frequent wall admonitions to 

keep silence, NO CONVERSATION, etc., one comes to the newsroom. On the projecting 

tiles one reads with astonishment, sEE, RAT, CHO, leading one to expect Rats and 

Chocolate. But it is all right. Twisting you body round the various corners, you discover 
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them to be part of continuous legends: “Seek wisdom rather than choice gold” and so 
on. Very edifying ; very Scotch. But it’s a fine reading room. Off the side is a mean 
apartment, without any features of interest, which serves as the Juveniles’ Room. Out- 
side, the building is solid, squat, conventional, quite a commonplace in this city of fine 
buildings.” 

Three days later : “I went again to the Public Library to settle a question of libraries 
and asked for the British Library Year Book. Alas, the assistants, a youth and a maiden, 
18 to 22 or thereabouts, were sure they hadn’t got it. After referring them to their own 
catalogue, and waiting ten minutes, it was forthcoming. I left the library somewhat 
sorrowfully, for I could not help reflecting that if assistants in so large a city know so 
little of the best-known works on their own calling, then we have indeed a long climb.” 


II 


Ten years later my earliest impressions as to the squat building were modified. The 
George IV Bridge runs across the valley in which it stands and, as it were, bisects the face of 
what is really a tall building. It was still, however, a rather fine library administered with an 
imperturbable conservatism. Hew Morrison, the veteran librarian, a large, dignified, portly 
man, fashioned on the grand scale, had just retired and I was on the short list. It was therefore 
a brief visit. 1 was invited to call on Morrison at his villa, on a dark January evening under 
bright stars and whipped with a wind like a whetted knife. I rang the bell at the gate, which 
Startled me by opening itself; this was done by the pressure of a button some yards away at 
the front door inside the house. It was Morrison himself. He was the flower of courtesy. 
We had tea; there were other things but these I declined, although after the appointment he 
gave a capital dinner to the candidates at which he demonstrated that exquisite hospitality 
I have always received from Scots, and the proveable faét that good cider is greatly improved 
by the addition of a little whiskey ; a proof which I was unable to enjoy fully owing to a 
congenital inability to drink alcoholic beverages pure or mixed. To my astonishment Morrison 
gave me a list of the Libraries Committee and asked me to call on each in turn. “But,” I 
objected, “that is canvassing.” “They will expect it,” said he. I said no more. I did not call 
upon the gentlemen involved ; but I was not allowed to escape ; the chairman, Dr. Harrison, 
rang me up at my hotel and asked why I had not come—and would I come at once ? I went ; 
he was pleasant. The other candidates were George A. Stephen and Ernest A. Savage—a man 
rather closely associated with me in such matters. He “pipped me” at Bromley, and I 
succeeded him as sub-librarian at Croydon ; he did it again at Coventry, and I succeeded him 
at Wallasey, and when, finally, we met at Edinburgh, in the natural sequence of events, he 
did it once more and I, being chief at Croydon then, thought I had better stay where I was. 
He would surely be there, and as surely complete the series, when I was selected for the hoped 
for post of Minister of Libraries! What good fortune that was for Edinburgh! And I hope 
for the fine librarian then appointed ; for he had demonstrated his rare and imaginative plan- 
ning at all his earlier libraries, but was now to show that he was really a great one. Si monu- 
mentum requieris Morrison told me the system needed modernizing and they wanted a 
younger man to do it. They got him and, when I contemplate the Edinburgh Libraries as 
Savage left them, I am grateful to the powers that he, and not I, was the chosen one. The 
good Stephen was disappointed. He was one of our most conscientious, solid and in- 
dustrious librarians, whose death, about twelve years later, made librarianship poorer than it 
might have been. I remember vividly how Savage and I walked up to Salisbury Crags on the 
day. The sunlight shot through the clean, eager January air and we were on top of the world, 
and a conversation with Savage then, as always, was itself an experience. 


Ill 


1927 brought all British librarianship to Edinburgh again. It was the Jubilee conference 
of the Library Association and this had been organized perfe@lly. Savage, of course, was the 
local Secretary and everything was complete to the last comma. It is true that he was unfor- 
tunately unwell during the week itself, but he did not allow that to appear. Overseas friends, 
with C. R. Sanderson as cicerone, had made a pre-conference tour to Edinburgh by way of 
Oxford, Stratford-on-Avon, Birmingham, Manchester and York, a good and varied selection. 
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We expected Melvil Dewey—alas, he was unwell; but many Doétors from America, where 
most librarians have that academic rank, came: Edwin Anderson, of New York City ; 
Belden of Boston; Warner Bishop, of the University of Michigan; and E. C. Richardson 
(whose Classification Started something with me years before !); and there were Carl Milam, 
Edward F. Stevens, of Brooklyn; Milton Ferguson, then of Sacramento; and Bowker, of 
the Library Journal; and the tall, iron-grey, impressive Dr. G. L. Locke, of Toronto. So 
much I remember. I believe there were 100 overseas guests out of the 800 or more who 
assembled at the Inaugural Meeting on September 27th, when Lord Elgin was in the chair. 
He made an excellent,president, and, novelty in those days, parts of his address were broad- 
cast. I recall, too, that his theme embraced the desired unity of the various associations and 
other groups of librarians. He was supported by Sir Frederick G. Kenyon, who quoted 
the immortal “the more we are together, the merrier we shall be.” Sir Frederick also opened a 
discussion of the Departmental Committee on Libraries and its Report. Milam gave us a 
paper on features of American library service; Locke also dealt with America and with 
Canada ; he also told us of a settee bought for the Toronto Staffroom that went down in the 
accounts as a further copy of the Encyclopaedia Britannica; Ferguson dealt with reading in 
rural areas and the great American woman librarian, Linda A. Eastman, of Cleveland, dealt 
with some phases in the work of the library there. Of course our own people showed to good 
advantage as well; and such then recent subjeéts as Broadcasting and Public Libraries 
(Mr. R. S. Lambert) were prominent. 

Perhaps three things remain most vividly in my memory: Lord Elgin, at the Annual 
Dinner, singing unaccompanied the song of the first great Bruce, “Scots wha’ hae” to our 
infinite joy ; the visit on Saturday to his ancestral home at Dunfermline and to its Abbey ; 
and the emergence into real recognition of the County Library. The last is of course the 
administrative fact of the Conference. No less than sixty county librarians attended ; and 35 
of them stayed together at Masson Hall, a hostel in George Square. Good going for so young 
a service. They had their own session, which Mr. Salter Davies opened, on the County 
Section of the Government Report; and they had a luncheon; and they came out of the 
Conference, having formed a County Library Section of the L.A., with Miss A. C. Cooke as 
honorary seétretary. 

Of course we had other visits and a dance. 

It was a good year, 1947, and we could see in the personal world some prophecies. 
Richard John Gordon, having cleansed the Augean Stable at Sheffield, had become City 
Librarian of Leeds, leaving as his successor, J. P. Lamb, who had been his able deputy in the 
task. With what results we now know in both cities. I read, too, that in this year, a young 
assistant from Glasgow, F. G. B. Hutchings, destined to be in turn Lamb’s deputy, and 
Gordon’s deputy and successor at Leeds, had become “senior assistant” at Leeds. Our 
“seniors” were not very senior in those days. 

And I saw an Edinburgh public library recreated. 

I envy any amongst us who may Stay, for the first time, in Edinburgh this coming June. 


Library of Congress 


Another important publication of the Library of Congress is an Annotated List of the 
Marketing Maps of the United States. 

Maps have long been used as standard research tools by market researchers, sales 
managers and administrators in planning sales territories and to show the distribution of 
produéts nationally. A number of market area and trading centre maps have consequently 
been published during the past twenty years or so. The maps prepared by commercial mapping 
companies usually are broad in scope and designed for adaptation or modification to various 
industries. Those prepared for use by a particular company or industry generally pertain to a 
homogeneous line of products. Some are national in coverage and divide the United States 
into areas or regions, and identify specific trading or marketing centres. Others are limited 
to a specific trading centre and its tributary marketing area. 

In preparing the list it was necessary first to arrive at a definition for a marketing map. 
Broadly speaking, any map which contributes to marketing research or study might be 
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considered a marketing map. Based on such an all-inclusive definition, the list could include 
climatic maps, relief maps, transportation maps, traffic flow maps, population maps, natural 
resource maps and economic maps of various types. Obviously such a compilation would be 
a major task, and the resulting list, because of its catch-all character, would be of doubtful 
value. For our purpose, therefore, a marketing map is considered specifically as a graphic 
representation of marketing and distribution data on a base map. Such maps normally show 
market centres and outline trading areas according to a prescribed formula or seleéted com- 
bination of factors which reveal where people buy. They may carry such varied titles as 
Consumer Trading Areas, Selling Centres, Master Trade Areas, Key Distribution Centres, 
and Sales Control Areas. In brief, our list includes with few exceptions, maps which were 
prepared for, or in connection with, marketing studies. 


The Census of Distribution of 1929, and the resulting ““Market Data Handbook” made 
available the necessary distribution Statistics for compiling reliable marketing maps. With 
few exceptions, only maps published after 1929 are, therefore, included. Sixty per cent of the 
maps in the list were published within the past ten years, many of them since 1945. 


In addition to 209 separate maps, the list includes 21 so-called “marketing atlases.” In 
addition to atlases they include various Statistical studies, on a national basis, which are 
illustrated with a number of maps. Some of the maps are of the country as a whole, while 
others cover only a portion of it, or feature maps of the individual states. 


An analysis reveals that publishers of trade journals are the most prolific producers of 
marketing maps. Research departments of national magazines and advertising agencies appear 
frequently on the list. Marketing maps are also prepared by private research organizations, 
commercial map companies, radio broadcasting companies, trade associations, government 
agencies, and food companies. The maps are arranged alphabetically by author or publishing 
authority, with the individual items numbered. Following the name of the author or pub- 
lisher, the map title is given. Other descriptive and identifying data include the date of issue 
or copyright registration, the size, and notation as to whether it is a black and white print or 
in colour. 


Notes on Some Readers in a Reference Library 


By McGILL 


Ir is now more than half a century ago, when I was a junior assistant in The Mitchell Library, 
Glasgow, in the old building in Miller Street, that I first began to take an interest in readers 
who, I knew, were famous or well known locally. This interest took the form of colle&ing 
their autographs which were written on the request forms for books; on looking over 
my collection, after so many years, it recalled many pleasant memories. The following are but 
a few taken at random. 

I will begin with the clergy and have before me the form filled in by Archbishop Charles 
Eyre, who wanted to consult “Relics of Ancient Architecture of Glasgow.” He was an 
unobtrusive gentleman and was accompanied by an assistant priest. The next autograph is 
that of the Rev. Dr. Fergus Ferguson, one of the first ministers of the Church founded by 
Principal James Morison, the eminent theologian, whose valuable library, in many languages, 
is housed in The Mitchell Library. Dr. Ferguson wrote a history of the Evangelical Union, 
he was also the author of a well-known hymn, “He loved me and gave Himself for me.” 
He consulted Julian’s “Dictionary of Hymnology,” in which his name appears. He was a 
most courteous gentleman and when asking for a book always took off his hat to us juniors. 


Amongst other clergy who used the library, was the Rev. George Gladstone, an eloquent 
preacher and temperance lecturer, whose bust is in the Corporation Art Galleries. A noted 
minister of the Church of Scotland was Dr. J. Marshall Lang, father of Archbishop Lang. 


Among politicians was J. Keir Hardie, who wrote in a clear flowing hand, and wanted 
the “Report of the Unemployed Committee, 1895.” His form is dated 24th July, 1895; at 
that time he was editor of the Labour Leader and had been M.P. for West Ham. 
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Among authors and editors were W. S. Douglas, at one time editor of the Scots Pictorial, 
and author of “Cromwell’s Scotch Campaigns”—he read books on Scottish history; J. A. 
Kilpatrick, of the G/asgow Evening News, and later editor of the Evening Standard (London), 
was interested in local literary history and published “Literary Glasgow,” an interesting volume 
for literary Glaswegians ; Neil Munro, novelist, and editor of the Glasgow Evening News ; 
John A. Hammerton, a most pleasant young man, who was afterwards knighted for his services 
to literature. He was a great editor and compiler. His first book, “Sketches from Glasgow,” 
was published when he was a very young man. His “Books and Myself” is well worth reading, 
giving an account of his struggles in journalism and his work in South America when editing 
and compiling the great Spanish Encyclopedia. George Eyre-Todd was a very courteous man 
to serve. He edited the “Abbotsford Series of Scottish Poetry,” the “History of Glasgow” and 
the “Highland Clans and Regiments,” well-written books. He also edited Scottish Country Life. 
I remember the late David Lowe, author of “Gift of the Night,” “A Scots Wanderjahre,” etc. 
I promised Lowe that if I ever published a book I would send him a copy, but I was unable to 
fulfil my promise as he was dead before I published my book, “Making the Most of Your 
Public Library.” The Mitchell Library specialized in Scottish literature and many authors too 
numerous to mention came to consult its collection. A German gentleman, T. A. Fischer, 
spent a long time working in the library and published books on the history of the Scot abroad: 
one was “The Scots in Germany,” a sequel to his “Scots in Eastern and Western Prussia,” 
“The Scots in Sweden,” the result of his patient research. A Frenchman, F. J. Amours, 
edited for the Scottish Text Society “Scottish Alliterative Poems in Riming Stanzas.” Another 
visitor was Sir William Wilson Hunter, who graduated in Glasgow, and published various 
books on India. He was appointed by Lord Mayo to organize the Statistical survey of the 
Indian Empire: this occupied him for twelve years. The compilation reached 128 volumes 
and was afterwards condensed into the “Imperial Gazetteer of India,” nine volumes. Bram 
Stoker, Sir Henry Irving’s manager and author of “Dracula,” used the library when in the 
city. The brothers James and Muirhead Bone were regular readers. Both have become famous. 
The artist, now Sir Muirhead, for his wonderful paintings, etchings and drawings ; James, a 
celebrated journalist, till recently the London editor of the Manchester Guardian and author of 
several books on London and Edinburgh. Another regular reader and student of art who 
achieved fame in after years, was D. Y. Cameron, who was afterwards knighted and became 
an academician of the Royal Scottish Academy. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ZENODOTUS, 
““MysELF WHEN YOUNG” 


Do the words of old Omar’come to your mind every time you approach a Conference ? Do 
our debates revolve about it and about and evermore do we come out by that same door 
wherein we went ? Only to some extent; you and I, still nursing the unconquerable hope 
there there will be an epoch-making speech, a first rate discussion with some real fa¢ts in it, 
or a memorable row, go to each of these annual gatherings as eagerly as ever. We know, 
having the L.A. Officers that serve us at present, and such local secretaries as Mr. Butchart, 
the staff work will be of the best. Even if the papers are prosy and full of vain repetition, like 
so many modern text-books, there will still be the exhibition in which I always find something 
and sometimes many things. And there will be Edinburgh. Once again, shall you and I be 
able to gather, after the evening meetings are over in the cool of the evening, and it can be 
cool on a June evening there, round the fire and smoke pipe after pipe of—I was going to 
say good old John Cotton, but my purse nowadays is as lean as Chaucer complained his was— 
and speak together of the degeneracy of the young ? Of other things, too, I hope, but that, like 
the weather, is the perennial topic for the grandfathers of all ages. Somehow I feel that this 
is going to be one of our best conferences, although we can no longer centre the members 
in an official and adequate hotel. We may relax from the high dignity with which we invested 
ourselves last year ; not too carelessly, for Edinburgh demands certain poise. Anyway, I have 
always felt so; in faé, if I could find it, I would take my silk hat, spats and grimly-rolled 
umbrella to Edinburgh—if I could find the hat. I can’t; I think my daughter years ago appro- 
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priated it for “the Doétor” in some amateur theatrical show and I have a queer suspicion 
that it ended as the crown on Guy Fawkes on a November the Fifth. It does show one of 
the effeéts of Edinburgh on one southron. As it is, I shall go in a lounge suit, not even in 
kilts, although I have far distant Scotch ancestors in part. 
PEACEFUL GATHERINGS 

are the order of the present. The first-class row to which I have referred nostalgically is like 
the far Star that comes in sight once in a century ; perhaps a little more often. Even you can’t 
remember the classic one which took place at Plymouth in 189— when all the honorary officers 
resigned—we had only honorary officers then. Incidentally, when we did get paid officers 
it took us years to learn how to treat them! A Brighton conference I did attend some thirty- 
odd years ago where the north-westerners forced a reluétant Council led by Tedder, ina 
meeting that raged first in one room and then in another, to concede that the fares to Council 
Meetings of provincial members should be paid, and thereby the tyranny of London Coun- 
cillors, who were within a bus ride and could attend all meetings, be terminated. We came 
near one at Scarborough in 1937 over a well-planned syllabus. Do you recall J. P. Lamb’s 
solid attack on the Council which wanted students to study until they had reached “the 
comparatively middle-age of twenty-five” ? Anyway, there was almost a debacle there ; 
certainly the scheme was heard of no more. With the old, unhappy far-off things—unholy 
rows which some of us probably enjoyed immensely—-can be classed the minor one at the 
Central Hall last September, when Mr. Patrick tried to convince candidates for registration 
to pay a higher fee. I recalled, didn’t you ? the suggestion from the audience at the Brighton 
Conference, which was not disapproved by the members, that Mr. Irwin should ask for more 
than the increased general subscription for which he was then asking. Times had changed, 
money had declined in value, and now when we most need it, it is most difficult to get. 

You will tell me I am 

DopGINnG 

the Edinburgh Conference of 1951. I am. Much as I enjoy the months of journeying to a 
conference more than the actual arriving at it, the arrival this year seems to be worth saving 
one’s emotions for; so I merely leave it now by saying that the greatest joy it will give me 
will be to be with my companions of so many years, you not the least, Zenodotus. 

Of the few 

SMALL THINGS 
that have attracted my attention lately was a note in a Sunday paper that a small town library 
had issued so many books in a month. It was not a remarkable number but, as | think for- 
tunately, London newspapers make little paragraphs frequently on this or that library’s issue 
figures. What followed here was that the librarian of another town then wrote to the said 
paper and declared that his library, serving a population smaller than that of the first town, 
had issued twice as many books. It is a maxim of our work, strongly enunciated by J. D. 
Brown nearly fifty years ago, and generally observed since, that no librarian should compare 
his issues with those of any other named library. He should, as he may in this case, think of 
what it means to the other librarian; the assertion, in faét, that that other is a less successful 
administrator and he himself is a better one. He is possibly unconscious that this result is 
probable. It is. 
A Wercury GIrr 

I see it recorded that the Eastbourne library has given 92 volumes of The Times to Exeter. 
I have no doubt that there is room there for them, although they must occupy much room ; 
but that city is the metropolis of the South-West and thousands resort to it whose home is 
not there. When I called last the beautiful new Central Library was still half a shell from 
the Baedeker raid which destroyed the city’s centre. I hope it is now wholly restored. What 
crossed my mind in hearing ot this gift was that few libraries in the future will house so 
much bulk of The Times ; 92 micro-film reels will contain them all in less than one ninety- 
second part of the space. 

Till we meet in June, ' Vale! 

ERATOSTHENES. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers on “LETTERS ON Our AFFAIRS.” 
—Editor, THe Liprary 
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GRYPHON BOOKS LTD. 


3-4 LINCOLN’S INN FiELDs, LONDON, W.C.2 
(Trade Dept. : 65, CLERKENWELL Roap, E.C.1) 


FESTIVAL AT FROKE, by Barsara Kaye, author of Pleasant Burden, Black 
Market Green, etc. A gay and amusing novel, with a festival background, by this 
popular author. 8s. 6d. net 


SELF PORTRAIT OF MURDER, by Francis Bonnamy, author of The King 
is Dead on Queen Street, etc. Another clever crime story, full of ready wit, which 
unravels a real tangle of intrigue. 8s. 6d. net 


SUN OF MY LIFE, by Gituian M. Epwarps. A first novel of unusual 
brilliance, written with charm and imagination and presenting a story of detection, 
yet without a crime. 8s. 6d. net 


have pleasure in 
announcing new titles 
for Libraries 


Two new Westerns 
RIMROCK RED, by Lyte SHANNon, author of High, Wild and Handsome. 


Another fast-moving story of the cattle country. 


NIGHTHAWK TRAIL, by Bryn Jorpan 


6s. net 


6s. net 


Constable ‘‘Lives”’ 
Constable €» Co. Ltd. ons a e ives * 10 Orange St. W.C.2 


The James Tait Black Memorial Prize for 
the best biography published in 1949 was 
awarded to a Constable “Life”, W. E. 
Henley, by John Connell. Another Constable 
“Life”, Florence Nightingale, by Cecil 
Woodham-Smith, has been awarded this 
same prize for 1950. 
This recognition encourages us in our 
announcement of a new series of standard 
“Lives” in uniform decorative jackets. 
The first titles to be issued in this series are 
as follows : 


Demy 8vo. 10s. 6d. per vol 


MEREDITH 
by Siegfried Sassoon 


BISMARCK 
by C. Grant Robertson 


TENNYSON 


Aspects of his Life, Character and 
Poetry 


by Harold Nicolson 


TWO QUIET LIVES 
(Dorothy Osborne and Thomas Gray) 
by David Cecil 


Cr. 800. 8s. 6d. per vol 


TROLLOPE: A Commentary 
by Michael Sadleir 


OCTAVIA HILL 
by E. Moberly Bell 
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Recent Publications 


Don Iddon’s 


America 


edited by Charles Sutton 
a preface by Sir Alan Herbert 
A selection of dispatches of this famous 


columnist of the Daily Mail, which record 


the vast changes in mood and manner 


of the American people over the past few 


years. 


Illustrated by Trog 12s. 6d. net 


BUT LOOK THE MORN 


MacKinlay Kantor — 


“A novelist of uncommon perception and 
command of ‘atmosphere.’ His auto- 
biographical picture of small-town life has 
that universality which marks all honest 
and self-revealing recollections of the 
* small years.’ ” 

—JOHN HADFIELD in the Sunday Times. 


12s. 6d. net 


FAIR WIND TO JAVA 
Garland Roark 


“ Now here is a book after my own heart 
.... it is a spanking yarn of the sea that 
carries you along as briskly as its title 
suggests.” 

—ERIC YOUNG in the Sheffield Telegraph 


12s. 6d. net 


IVOR NOVELLO 
an official biography by 


Peter Noble 


foreword by Noél Coward 


“As the record of one man’s virtuosity in 
the theatre in the course of one generation 
it is wholly admirable.” —The Sphere 


21 pages of photographs. 12s. 6d. net 


The Falcon Press 


Topicalities 
Edited by A. G. S. Enser, F.L.A. 
(Tottenham Public Libraries) 


Tue National Joint Council for Local Authori- 
ties’ Administrative, Professional, Technical 
and Clerical Services has just issued a brochure 
on examinations recognized for promotion 
purposes. The examinations have 
been approved by the Local Government 
Examinations Board and the National Joint 
Council. 

The appropriate examinations are listed in 
three divisions: (a) Administrative and 
General, (b) Professional, and (c) .Technical. 

I wonder how many librarians will be sur- 
prised to find that the Library Association’s 
examinations are listed as Technical and Nor 
Professional ? 

Whether there is any real significance in 
these divisions is a matter of opinion, and 
whether there is anything to be gained by being 
termed professional rather than technical has 
yet to be found in practice. 

However, for the purposes of local govern- 
ment, the powers that be do not regard public 
librarianship as a profession. 

What do you think ? 


THIS MONTH’S CHOICE 


A common difficulty experienced by many 
readers using a public library is to discover the 
names of authors writing novels on subjects 
already enjoyed by the reader. In order to 
widen the range of selection and to introduce 
to the reader authors of novels likely to be of 
further interest, a guide listing the names of 
authors under their particular subje must find 
a ready welcome by readers generally. 
ISLINGTON’S A guide to some modern novelitts 
is a brave effort in this respect. It is a booklet, 
of convenient pocket size, listing nearly five 
hundred novelists under 23 subject headings. 
Criticism could be levelled at the produétion 
and arrangement by the purist, but its timely 
appearance and invaluableness outweigh ll 
else. 


HONOURABLE MENTION 


== 


DERBYSHIRE’S New Books, April, 1951. 
No falling off in standard here and worthy to 
be placed alongside previous issues. The 
cover, illustrated by a photograph of Milldale 
in springtime, is enchanting. 

CHESTERFIELD’S New Books, April, 
1951. Every taste is catered for in this booklet, 
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PRINTER’S PROGRESS 1851—1951 


by CHARLES ROSNER 


A fully documented comparison | 
of the achievements of the printers of a century ago and of today, 
their materials, processes and methods, 
together with their social and economic background. With about 
150 illustrations comparing techniques and colour effects. 
Published in the U.S.A. by Harvard University Press. 


TWO GUINEAS NET 


SYLVAN PRESS, 24 MUSEUM STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 


THE SECRET 
DOCTRINE 


by 
H. P. BLAVATSKY 
(Fourth Edition) 


The fundamental basis of the now 
world-wide teachings of Theosophy 
(Divine Wisdom). 

A Synthesis of Science, Religion and 
Philosophy, from the occult point of 
view. Explains the occult source of 
the elements and their relation to Man. 

Includes details of the four Pre- 
historic Continents and the evolution 
of man, prehistoric and historic. 

In six handsome volumes, bound 
library style in strong blue buckram 
cloth, with gilt lettering. 

Six Vols., £4- 14-6; postage abroad 5/- 


THE THEOSOPHICAL PUBLISHING 
HOUSE (LONDON) LTD. 
68 Great Russell St., London, W.C.|I 


BOOK SERVICE 
BY POST 


To all Librarians, wherever they 
are, at Home or Overseas. As 
Booksellers and Export Newsagents 
known throughout the world for 
our individual service and prompt 
attention given to all enquiries, we 
invite you to write for our brochure, 
which gives full details of our services 
and for our book catalogues. 


ALFRED WILSON 
LIMITED 


Est, 1851 
7 Ship Tavern Passage 
London : : E.C.3 
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and the annotations show much careful 
thought. 

EASTBOURNE’S New Books, April, 1951. 
A fold-over in green on deep yellow, evidenc- 
ing the sweep of a very active new broom. 

LEEDS’ The Book Guide, April, 1951. Ina 
superb produétion could not the initials of the 
person responsible for the individual review be 
given. It is a pity they remain anonymous. 

PADDINGTON’S A Guide to novelists. 
Similar in project, but not in — to Isling- 
ton’s. A comparison is worthwhi 

READING’S New Books, April, 1951. A 
pamphlet in purple on light blue. Unostenta- 
tious but most effective. 

SWINDON’S In Print, April, 1951. <A 
publication exemplifying a vital public library 
service. This issue contains a special list on 
farming and rural crafts. 


Round the Library World 


Nores AND News OF NATIONAL, UNIVERSITY 
AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY AFFAIRS 


Tue latest issue of The Microcard Bulletin con- 
tains an article by Miss Grace W. Bacon, of 
Wesleyan University Library, on “Handling 
Microcards in Libraries,” a useful and in- 
formative account of practical matters con- 
nected with the acquisition and use of micro- 
cards. The same issue also gives particulars 
of the new, No. 3, Model Reader, which is 
available for the foreign market. This Reader 
has been selling at $162.50, but an increase in 
price is probable in the near future. 


The marked difference between British and 
American methods of dealing with library 
affairs is well-instanced in the procedure 
followed in considering plans for the new 
library building at Fairmont State College. 
The Library Building Committee consisted of 
the College President, faculty members, a 
member of the student council, and was under 
the chairmanship of the Librarian : an arrange- 
ment which surely has much to commend it. 


Our contemporary, the Library Journal, has 
celebrated its diamond jubilee with a “75th 
Anniversary Issue” which contains much 
historical matter of great interest to British as 
well as American librarians. We extend con- 
gratulations and good wishes to the Library 
Journal, \t is perhaps not well known to 


younger librarians that L.J. was at one time 
our own professional journal. 


The Scottish Library Association Summer 
School will be held this year at Newbattle 
Abbey, Dalkeith, fromi July 7th to 14th. 
Applications from those contemplating attend- 
ing the Schoo! should be addressed to Mr. D. 
MacArthur, M.A., F.L.A., Sub-Librarian, St. 
Andrews University Library, not later than 
June 30th. 

The Report of Manchester ‘University 
Library for 1949-50 records that much pro- 
gress has been made in the planning of the new 
Library extension. It seems likely, according 
to the Librarian, that in the next three or four 
years the present Arts Library building will be 
increased to more than three times its present 
size, that improvements will be carried out in 
the Science Library, and that Manchester 
University Library “will soon take its rightful 
place as one of the great University Libraries 
of this country.” 


An impressive list of “Scottish Family 
Histories” available for consultation in the 
Reference Library, Edinburgh, has just been 
published as a 40-page pamphlet. 


A new international bibliography which 
should go far towards filling some of the gaps 
in Besterman’s well known work is appearing 
in Geneva, with the title Sources Bibliographiques. 
The editor is L. N. Maclés and the work will 
be in an unspecified number of volumes. 


A one-year extension of the UNESCO- 
CARE Book Programme was signed in O&ober 
by the Director-General. CARE packages, 
it may be noted, can now contain food, cloth- 
ing, books, test-tubes, and in some cases even 
a hospital oxygen tent or a hand-plough. 
Already more than $1,000,000 worth of books 
have been distributed. 


It is understood that Mr. F. L. Kent has been 
appointed Director of the UNESCO Library 
in Paris. 


The Spring, 1951, issue of Linotype Matrix 
is largely devoted to an account of “Printing 
in Scotland,” from its beginnings in the reign 
of James IV to the present day. The account, 
which is illustrated, is necessarily summary. 
This has entailed many omissions: thus, e.g., 
while praising the Scotch Roman cut at the 
first Scottish type-foundry, that of Wilson and 
Baine at St. Andrews, and the old style cut by 
Miller and Richard, it fails to mention that the 
latter firm was a derivative of the earlier. 
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The University of South Carolina issues a 
Library Bulletin, the latest issue of which to 
reach us, No. 7, 1950, is mainly devoted to an 
important and enlightening account of the 
Austrian philosopher, Heinrich Gomperz, and 
the Gomperz Colleétion. 


Mr. John Alden, whose outstanding biblio- 
graphical work is well known in this country, 
is the first American Librarian to hold a full- 
time fellowship under the Fulbright A& in the 
British Museum. He will spend the nine 
months from February to Oétober of this year 
inspecting the 17th century English books in 
the Museum. It is understood that Mr. Alden 
plans to pay a visit to St. Andrews University 
Library. 


The Library of the University of Puerto 
Rico has commenced publication of an annual 
review of all books and periodicals published 
in Puerto Rico. The first issue covers the year 
1948. The review is entitled Asunario Biblio- 
grafico Puertorriqueno. 


The Annual Conference of the Scottish 
Library Association will be held at Aberdeen 
from September 17th—19th, 1951. 


The Canadian Library Association is micro- 
filming early Canadian newspapers. Until 
recently Canada’s early newspapers, in in- 
complete files, remained on the shelves of 
libraries, offices and private homes, but now 
the C.L.A. has made almost complete files of 
some of them available on microfilm. 


An unusual gift, of particular interest to 
librarians, has been received by the John 
Rylands Library. This is an almost complete 
collection of the book plates designed by 
Charles William Sherborn between 1860 and 
1898. The gift, which was promised to the 
late Librarian many years ago, is made by 
George H. Viner, Esq., of Heathfield. 


The Annual Report of the British Library 
of Political and Economic Science for 1949-50, 
just received, records that “the carrying out of 
the plans for extension decided in the previous 
session was unavoidably postponed.” Space 


for book-storage is completely exhausted and 
“it was only possible to shelve the year’s intake 
by taking little-used series off the shelves and 
Stacking them flat on the tops of the book- 
cases.” 


This serious state of affairs will be 
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alleviated by an offer of temporary accommo- 
dation made by the University of London 
Library. 


The Bodleian Library has bought a new 
microfilm reader made in France by Photoza, 
Paris. This reader has several features not to 
be found in readers made in this country. 
Users of microfilm who are interested will find 
an account of the new reader in The Bodleian 
Library Record for March, 1951. 


The current (Winter, 1951) issue of Harvard 
Library Bulletin includes a number of important 
contributions of great interest to British 
libraries. In particular, attention is drawn to 
the account of “Harvard’s Book Colleétions,” 
a “Bibliography of the works of Sir Max 
Beerbohm,” ““The Creation of a Cataloguing 
Economy : the Typing Seétion of the Widener 
Library,” ““The Farmington Plan after Three 
Years,” and a valuable article on Thomas Hollis 
of Lincoln’s Inn and the books he gave to 
Harvard. 


A week-end conference of the University 
and Research Seétion of the Library Associa- 
tion will be held at the University of Notting- 
ham from September 14th—17th, 1951. 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 
Coventry.—City Librarian, Ernest Simpson, 
F.L.A. Population (est.), 254,900. Rate, 
5.785d. Income from Rate, £40,061. Total 
Stock, 203,297. Additions, 53,239. With- 
drawals, 27,991. Total Issues, 1,745,459. 
Tickets, 130,572. Branches, 7. Library 
Centres, 8. 

The year being reviewed was notable for the record 
book circulation, and the opening of the two new 
branch libraries and one evening centre. The¢se new 
additions to the service became popular immediately, 
and most satisfactory issues were recorded at each. 
Total circulation was the highest ever achieved in one 
year, arid represented an increase of 136,043 when com- 
pared with the previous year’s figures. Over 7,000 new 
readers were registered. The adult lending Itbrary at 
Earlsdon was reorganized, and equipped with new 
shelving and counter, and the junior library at Stoke 
was also brought up to date. The Central Library is 
Still struggling — in the temporary quarters which 
have been its home for the past eight years. The Refer- 
ence Library services are seriously inadequate, and are 
likely to remain so until a new Central Library is 
ereéted. The temporary Art Gallery has now become 
the administrative responsibility of the Libraries Com- 
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BELFAST 


To enterprising Retailers. Shop will shortly 
be available in one of the finest and busiest 
ready money trading positions in the centre of 
Belfast. Ideally suitable for Lending Library, 
Etc. Rent £400 per annum. Please apply 
Owners, Box No. 105, The Library World. 


mittee. The City Museum is Still in Store. A Gramo- 
phone Records Library has keen eStablished, and was 
an immediate success. A survey of the City’s library 
needs was made during the year, and the report en- 
visaged the building of a new Central and six other 
librarics. Some of the smaller libraries are to be 
ereéted during the present year. 


Dunvee.—Chief Librarian, Alexander Small. 
Population (est.), 177,700. Total Stock, 
264,793. Additions, 10,033. Withdrawals, 
12,724. Total Issues, 1,558,543. Tickets, 
70,690. Branches, 7. 


During the past year the Central Lending Library 
has been reorganized, and is now furnished with 
shorter bookstacks, redesigned in a simpler, modern 
Style. A number of the branch libraries have also been 
rearranged. The need for a new Central building is 
Still urgent, but cannot be provided during present 
difficulties. Although book circulation during the year 
was not so heavy as in the previous ycar, increases are 
reported from the Reference, Commercial and Technical 
Library, and in children’s reading. A separate Art 
Department has been formed, with a room of its own 
containing several thousands of volumes. This Depart- 
ment is particularly Strong in works on Architeéture, 
of which there are about 1,000 volumes. The Music 
Colle&ion has been greatly extended. Mr. J. Duncan 
Dundas, J.P., former Chief Librarian, was the recipient 
of some handsome gifts on the occasion of his retirement 
after over 53 years’ service in the City’s Libraries. 


Librarian, P. W. Bennett, 
A.L.A. Population (est.), 64,660. Rate, 
5.789d. Income from Rate, £10,838. Total 
Stock, 90,928. Additions, 6,853. With- 
drawals, 2,179. Total Issues, 440,707. 
Tickets, 23,273. 


The jubilee of the City Libraries was celebrated 
during the year under review. A commemorative 
exhibition was arranged at which a colle&ion of some 
of the outstanding books of the past fifty years was 
displayed. Issues were maintained at a high level and, 
owing to the increased use made of the Reference and 
Junior Libraries, a slight increase over the previous 
year was recorded. Under the co-operative scheme with 
the County Library Authorities, the City Libraries 
issued 1,390 readers’ tickets to residents in parishes 
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within a five mile radius of the City. The need for 
additional accommodation at the Central Library is 
becoming urgent, and, although this was referred to in 
last year’s Report, it has not been possible to do any- 
thing towards the extension of the building, or the 
provision of branch libraries. 


KEIGHLEY.—Chief Librarian, Fred Taylor, 
F.L.A. Population (est.), 56,570. Rate, 
7.26d. Income from Rate, £10,464. Total 


Stock, 86,105. Additions, 5,438. With- 
drawals, 1,190. Total Issues, 499,626, 
Tickets, 19,332. Branches, 4. Library 


Centres, 3. 


Although book circulation did not reach the 
record total of the previous year, it was well up to the 
average of the past decade. A big drop in the issue of 
fiction was the main cause of the decrease. The first 
full year of operation of the new junior library was a 
great success, and ended with an issue total far higher 
than ever before achieved. In an effort to improve the 
appearance of the Central Lending Library the book- 
Stacks have been rearranged, new tier guides fixed and 
fluorescent lighting installed. An exhibition of draw- 
ings and paintings for their book covers was held at the 
Central Library by Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton. 


KeETrERING.—Borough Librarian, A. C. Panter, 
B.A., F.L.A. Population (est.), 37,110. 
Rate, 8.021d. Income from Rate, £7,574. 
Total Stock, 45,157. Additions, 6,185. 
Withdrawals, 4,210. Total Issues, 395,907. 
Tickets, 29,311. 1 Branch. 


A brief review of the establishment of the Library 
and its progress during the past fifty-four years, forms 
a preface to this Report. During this period only three 
persons have occupied the post of Chief Librarian. 
Mr. A. C. Panter, who has been Chief since 1939, has 
recently taken up the post of Deputy City Librarian of 
Nottingham. In the past year a small decrease in the 
number of registered readers has caused a slight fall in 
the total circulation compared with last year. Works of 
fi€tion were not in such great demand, but some of the 
more serious classes of literature showed increased use. 
The cramped conditions existing in the Ceatral Lending 
Library are Still the biggest obstacle to progress in that 
department. The Central Reference Library completed 
its first year in its new position and consultations there 
were almost double those of the previous year. Over 
50,000 attendances were recorded at the exhibitions 
held in the Art Gallery and Museum. 


NunEATON.—Borough Librarian, S. H. Barlow, 


F.L.A. Population (est.), 53,070. Rate, 
8.27d. Income from Rate, £8,868. Total 
Stock, 46,762. Additions, 9,527. With- 
drawals, 5,579. Total Issues, 330,046. 
Tickets, 12,298. 1 Branch. 


The highest ever recorded total of book circulation 
was recorded in the year being reviewed. An increase 
of 35,142 over the previous year was achieved, and 100 
per cent more than the figures for 1939. Adult home- 
reading issues formed the major portion of the increase, 
as junior issues fell below those of the previous year. 
All adult readers are now permitted to hold two general 
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tickets, and the periodical renewal of membership has 
been eliminated. Hours of opening on Thursdays have 
been extended. 


Preston.—Chief Librarian, Jane A. Downton, 
M.A., F.L.A. Population, 119,500. Rate, 
8d. Income from Rate, £24,495. Total 
Stock, 153,212. Additions, 16,883. With- 
drawals, 8,278. Total Issues, 730,329. 
Tickets, 51,265. 1 Branch. 1 Travelling 
Library. 

The inauguration in November, 1949, of a library 
service in the hospitals was the greatest achievement of 
the year. Over 3,000 issues to patients were recorded. 
The library maintained in H.M. Prison has now become 
an essential part of the Borough’s library service. The 
Central Lending Library experienced a big drop in the 
demand for fiétion and children’s books, though the 
use of more serious literature remained at about the 
same level. The Travelling Library was more widely 
used, and so also was the Reference Library. 


READING.—Borough Librarian, S. H. Horrocks. 
Population, 114,500. Rate, 6.4d. Income 
from Rate, £28,319. Total Stock, 99,368. 
Additions, 19,199. Withdrawals, 16,568. 
Total Issues, 871,110. Tickets, 56,557. 
Branches, 5. 

The non-fiction stock of the Central Lending Library 
has been overhauled and brought up-to-date, resulting 
in a subStantial increase of adult borrowing 


Book Selection Guide 


A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


GENERAL 


ArmstronG (Lucile) Dances of Spain. II. 
North-East and East. Illus. Some in col. 


Parrish. 3s. 6d. net. 

Published in the Handbook of European Natronal 
Dances Series, and edited by Violet Alford. The author 
takes the reader to Aragon, from the Pyrenees to the 
borders of Valencia, and Catalonia. She describes the 
dances in detail, and the colour plates show the 
traditional Spanish costumes. 


THE BANDSMAN’S EVERYTHING WITHIN. Hin- 


richsen. 8s. 6d. net. 

A handy reference for bandsmen, the enthusiast, 
the secretary and the conduétor. The compiler, Mr. 
Kenneth Cook, has set down what the average bands- 
man and bandmaster would probably have to look for 
in half a dozen different volumes, and then he would 

robably not find all he wanted. Kenneth Cook has 
isted faéts, definitions, historical and biographical 
details that will be of great value to the Brass Band 
World. 


Bares (H. E.) Edward Garnett. Illus. Parrish. 
6s. Od. net. 
H. E. Bates, who is himself a celebrated author, 
writes of a famous literary character, Edward Garnett, 
whom he first met in 1926; when Bates was unknown. 
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YOUNG LADY, aged over 21, required as 
technical assistant by large manufacturing 
firm near Bilston. Duties include correlation 
and circulation of findings of technical com- 
mittees and establishment of technical library. 
Position would suit lady with education to 
technical degree standard interested in all 
aspects of engineering. Write giving details 
of education, age, qualifications and salary 
required to No. |, Box 120, The Library World. 


He describes his personality, charaéter, and the 
celebrities Garnett helped to create, including Conrad, 
Galsworthy, and D. H. Lawrence. He also indicates 
how Garnett helped to shape his own literary career. 
Interesting illustrations are included in this personal 
portrait of a great literary figure. 


DisHer (Maurice Willson) Mad Genius. 
Biography of Edmund Kean. Illus. Hutch- 
inson. 21s. Od. net. 


A biography of one of the greatest aétors of all 
times, Edmund Kean, in which the author has described 
his rise to fame, his friends, his complex charaéter, and 
his plays. 


Dose (J. Frank) The Voice of the Coyote. 
Illus. Hammond. 15s. Od. net. 


An entertaining story of the coyote, wolf of the 
prairic, which is looked upon in much the same way in 
America, as we regard the fox in England. The coyote 
is a thorough opportunist, and will hunt with the 
badger, his partner, but is not loath to receive help from 
a man or even from an elk, when he is in search of food. 


Donovan (Donald J.) Donovan on Child 
Portraiture. Illus. Fountain Press. 17s. 6d. 
net. 

All those who are interested in the secrets of the 
camera will appreciate this latest contribution to the field 
of child photography. The psychological approach 
suggested, in order to achieve the best results, shows 
simplicity to be the keynote. The illustrations will 
appeal to all lovers of children. 


East (W. Gordon) and Spare (O. H. K.), Ed. 
The Changing Map of Asia. A Political 
Geography. Maps. Methuen. 25s. Od. net. 

A prattical account of present-day Asia, written 
by specialists on the geography of this region, in which 
thev have described the recent changes in the political 
map of Asia and have offered an explanation for this 
post-war revolution and of Asia’s place in the world of 
tomorrow. Maps, diagrams and an Index are included. 


Exey (Geoffrey) And Here is Mr. Streeter. 
Illus. Crosby Lockwood. 10s. 6d. net. 


Mr. Rred Streeter, who succeeded Mr. Middleton 
as the B.B.C. broadcaster on gardening in 1945, has 
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had an interesting life. One of his closest friends has 
described the struggles which finally brought him the 
highest award in his profession, the Vitoria Medal of 
Honour. 


Grover (B. T. J.) Print Perfection. Illus. 


Fountain Press, 7s. 6d. net. 

A companion book to Perfect Negatives, which 
gives a clear piéture of the basic rules for the production 
of first-class prints in photography. Whether the reader 
be professional or amateur, he will find it an invaluable 
guide to the best possible prints in his work. 


Kesey (Franklyn) The Foundation of Singing. 
Illus. Williams & Norgate. 7s. 6d. net. 

The author was a well-known opera and concert 
singer and in this work he explains what the modern 
singer lacks as compared with the singer of yesterday. 
He spent twenty years exploring the field of singing and 
gives the faéts about the bel canto method. The book 
is written in “laymen’s’’ language and will be of great 
assistance to singers or speakers, whether professional 
or amateur, for it gives an entirely new slant on the art 
of singing. 

LANDAU (Rom) Invitation to Morocco, Illus. 
Faber. 18s. Od. net. 

A well-illustrated, intimate, and personal view of 
a country not so frequently visited by English people, 
but often in the news. 


Linpsay (Philip) and Groves (Reg.) The 
Peasants’ Revolt, 1381. Hutchinson. 18s. 0d. 


net. 

A period in English history which, unless the reader 
is an historian, may mean little or nothing. It was, 
in faét, a vital uprising, and the authors have described 
the ringleaders, Wat Tyler, John Ball, the corruption 
of the Court of the day; and most important of all, 
have laid emphasis on the faét that it was not merely 
the revolt of peasants and serfs, but of the townspeople 
as well; for the greedy churchmen and merchants of 
that day, as well as the degenerate Court under Edward 
III, were oppressing and tyrannizing all classes. 


MACDONALD (Betty) Anybody Can Do Any- 
thing. Hammond. 10s. 6d. net. 

This autobiography covers the period of the 
author's life immediately after “The Egg and I.” In 
this, Miss Macdonald, taking her title as her daily 
maxim, trics her hand at ore job after another with 
never failing humour. 


Morris (William). Henderson (Philip), Ed. 
The Letters of William Morris to His 
Family and Friends. Illus. Longmans, 
Green. 25s. Od. net. 


Mr. Henderson has written the Introduétior to this 
colleétion of Morris’s letters which are here published 
for the first time. Mr. Henderson's work gives a clear 
pidture of the great man’s life and the letters add com- 
prehensive information from the personal point of view. 
Most of the new material has been drawn from family 
letters now housed at the British Museum, the Coronio 
letters, letters from the Robert Steele Bequest, and 
letters to Rossetti, Swinburne, Watts-Dunton, Wise, 
amongst others. Altogether a valuable addition to the 
Pre-Raphaelite period, 
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Nock (O. S.) British Locomotives from the 
Footplate. Illus. Ian Allan. 17s. 6d. net. 


An out-of-the-ordinary book by a man who has 
travelled the length and breadth of the United Kingdom 
on the footplate of British railway locomotives, and has 
seen the fine work performed and the splendid way in 
which the men, who tend and drive the trains, behave 
all the vear round, wet or fine, carrying on the prestige 
of our British engiremen. There are some fine 
illustrations. 


Pearson (Hesketh), Ed. Essays by Oscar 
Wilde. Frontis. Methuen. 10s. 6d. net. 


Contains the important essays written by Oscar 
Wilde, including Intentions, The Portrait of Mr. W.H., 
The Soul of Man Under Socialism, etc., edited and with an 
Introduétion by Hesketh Pearson, who has made a 
Study of Oscar Wilde’s life. Oscar Wilde’s work was 
unquestionably different and readers still enjoy his books 
because they are quite unlike anyone else’s. 


Picasso (Pablo) Desire Caught by the Tail. 
Illus. Rider & Co, 9s. 6d. net. 

A curious concoétion of oil and fish, which will 
be much appreciated by up-to-date impressicnists. The 
illustrations cannot be regarded as helpful to an under- 
Standing of the text. 


Preston (Thomas) Before the Curtain. Illus. 
Murray. 18s. Od. net. 

The highly interesting memoirs of Thomas Preston 
and his life in Russia before and after the Revolution. 
As a youth he prospeéted for gold in Siberia and the 
Caucasus, and afterwards became British Vice-Consul 
in Ekaterinburg. He was the only British official in 
Russia when the Tsar and his family were murdered. 
He has also held important consular and diplomatic 
posts in Russia, Turkey, Egypt, and Italy. The author 
knew well the fascinating, glittering pre-revolution 
world of St. Petersburg and describes the wealth and 
beauty of those far-off days with great insight and power. 
Some of the amusing episodes that occurred make 
entertaining reading, for they recapture the life of 
another era which will never return. In addition, the 
author is a keen musician and composer, and knew all 
the musical celebrities in Russia. His qualities as a 
composer were such that he had many important fricnds 
and contaéts in both official and unofficial circles. His 
ballet, ‘The Dwarf Grenadier,’’ was performed at the 
Alhambra Theatre, London, in 1935. 


PuyveE.LLE (Lee Van) The Genius of Flemish 
Art. Illus. Phaidon Press. 10s. 6d. net. 


It is surprising that a country which has often 
been aiinged and sacked should produce so much 
artistry and beauty, but this is due to the faét that the 
Belgians have an intense love for life which, no doubt, 
accounts for the sincerity and direétness of expression 
in their works of art. This book is illustrated with some 
beautiful Flemish paintings, including some by Van 
Eyck, Rubens, Christus and Van Dyck. 


RIcHARDSON (Anthony) Wingless Viétory. 
Illus. Odhams Press. 9s. 6d. net. 
An exciting Story concerning the hazardous 
escape from Occupied France in the summer of 1940 
of Sir Basil Embry, who was in coramand of an R.A.F. 
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Station. He was captured when he led his squadron 
over France, and escaped to England after many 
thrilling adventures, eventually winning a double 
D.S.O. The author, an eStablished writer of 25 years’ 
Standing, was in the same squadron as Sir Basil Embry. 
The two men became friends and collaborators, the 
result of which is this true tale told with professional 
skill. Sir Basil Embry is now Commander-in-Chief of 
the Fighter Command, R.A.F. 


Roosevett (Eleanor) This I Remember. Illus. 
Hutchinson. 21s. Od. net. 


\ sequel to Mrs. Roosevelt’s autobiography, The 
Lady of the White House, in which she writes of the period 
between the end of the First World War and the death 
of her husband in April, 1945. Mrs. Roosevelt in her 
book gives an intimate picture of her husband’s personal 
life, his charaéter, his relations with his mother, and his 
friends. She also touches on the last few months of his 
life and also vividly describes the King and Queen, 
Harry Hopkins, Madame Chiang Kai-Shek. The book 
is well illustrated. 


StapE (May) and Hammonp (Diana) I have a 
House. Illus. Harvill Press. 7s. 6d. net. 


These two authors have collaborated to produce 
a most helpful book giving praétical hints on house- 
hold matters, including washing, cleaning, mending, 
storing, and they solve many problems concerning 
flower decoration, recipes, etc. An invaluable guide to 
the modern housewife. 


SmrrH (A. Croxton) Dogs Since 1900. Illus. 
Dakers. 25s. Od. net. 


Everything about dogs—the various breeds, field 
trials, working trials, sheepdog trials, dog shows, 
advance in veterinary knowledge and practice, the 
growing importance of the Kennel Club—is described 
very carefully in this exhaustive work by Mr. Croxton 
Smith, who has ‘spent praétically his whole life among 
dogs. In addition, there are photographs of every breed 
of dog mentioned in his book. 


TROLLopE (Anthony) An Autobiography. Illus. 
Oxford University Press. Geoffrey Cumber- 
lege. 15s. Od. net. 


Trollope’s autobiography was not intended by 
its author to be the story of his own life, but merely 
of his literary work and as guidance to future authors. 
The general public, however, want to know something 
more about this great author’s personality. The book 
has been edited by Michael Sadleir and Frederick Page, 
and there are interesting illustrations by John Johnson. 


Wuirenouse (J. Howard) Vindication of 
Ruskin. Illus. Allen & Unwin. 10s. Od. net. 


The author of this work is President of the Ruskin 
Society and in it he describes the relationship between 
Ruskin and his wife, Effie Gray, which has so often been 
misrepresented. In addition, Ruskin’s long reply to the 
Nullity suit which he prepared for his Proétor, but 
which was never used, is reproduced in facsimile and 
shows clearly how wrong were the charges brought 
against Ruskin, his parents and his earlier biographers. 
There are excellent illustrations and an Appendix. 
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FICTION 


AntILt (Elizabeth) Murder in Mid-Atlantic. 
Hammond. 8s. 6d. net. 

An exciting deteétive Story in which the heroine, 
Jennifer Blair, a fascinating young widow, finds herself 
surrounded by hate and intrigue, when she sails for 
America on a small cargo boat. One of the twelve 
passengers is murdered and Deteétive Inspeétor Simon 
Ashton, of Scotland Yard, who is one of the passengers, 
investigates in order to find the murderer. Jennifer, of 
course, is one of the suspeéts, but the Inspeétor is not 
merely interested in her because of the murder! A slick, 
up-to-the-minute thriller with many humorous and 
entertaining touches. 


Granam (Winston) Jeremy Poldark. Ward 
Lock. 10s. 6d. net. 

This is the third in the series of the Poldark novels 
about Cornwall during the eighteenth century and con- 
tinues the tale of ‘“‘Ross Poldark’’ and ““Demelza.” The 
period is 1790-1791, and the Story is full of drama, 
humour and clever charaéterization. 


SreRN (G. B.), Ten Days of Christmas. Collins. 
10s. 6d. net. 

The story begins with the family of adults and 
children producing a nativity play and it ends with 
their presenting it, but between the producing and the 
presenting of this play, what a wealth of human feelings 
and failings the author has conveyed to the reader. 
The relationship between the family, the discords, the 
friétion, the little heartaches, are well depiéted. 


Tuomson (A. A.) and Cary (Falkland L.) But 
Once A Year. Jenkins. &s. 6d. net. 

Here is a highly respeétable and staid family, the 
father being a retired Civil Servant. These uninteresting 
and often humdrum lives are suddenly shaken from 
their coma at the annual festive season by an influx 
of eccentric visitors who create an atmosphere of mild 
alarm, fascination and mystery. An amusing theme 
for those who wish to be taken out of themselves for 
a brief space. 


Wueat ey (Dennis) The Second Seal. Hutch- 
inson. 12s. 6d. net. 

An ambitious novel of the author's already well- 
known hero, the Duke de Richleau. The period 
covered by the story is April to September, 1914, and, 
as is only to be expeéted, there is much background of 
intrigue and war-scare. The important events and 
the portraits of famous men who appear in these pages 
ate based on authentic material. Behind the portents 
of coming battle are the softer sounds of romantic love. 


JUNIOR 


Euiorr (Lydia S.) Tufty the Teddy. Illus. 
Lutterworth. 5s. Od. net. 

A charming tale about a little bear’s adventures in 
the Australian bush, where he follows the kangaroos, 
meets the wombats, the flying squirrels, oppossums, 
wallabies, dingoes, and emus. The author knows 
Australia very well and also has great knowledge of 
koala bears. The book has been attraétively illustrated 
by Alan Wright and will give great pleasure to children. 
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MacEwan (E. Sheila) A Handbook of Your 
Children’s Crafts. Illus. Sylvan Press. 
9s. 6d. net. 

This book is intended for children who wish to 
create and as a means of artistic expression. Instructions 
and diagrams are included and the six crafts consist of 
Hand and Glove Puppets, Modelling and Carving, 
Paper Model Making, Print Making, Wooden Toy 
Making, Weaving, ctc. The authors are specialists in 
their particular subjeéts and the book will encourage 
children to use odds and ends of material in an im 
aginative wavy. 

Sava (George) A Boy in Samarkand. 
Faber. 7s. 6d. net. 

A children’s book concerning the adventures of 
Peter Slavine, the son of an officer in the Imperial 
Russian Army, who lives in the Caucasus and who 
eventually goes to live in the Samarkand. It is an open- 
air Story which will delight both boys and girls. 


Scorr (J. M.) Hudson of Hudson’s Bay. Illus. 


Methuen. 8s. 6d. net. 

\ book for children aged 10-15, in which the 
author tells the Story of the great explorer, Henry 
Hudson, who sailed with his son, John, on a voyage 
to find a route to Cathay over the top of the world. 
Hudson sailed by way of the North Pole and eventually 
found the Hudson River at the mouth of where New 
York now Stands. Mutinous sailors set Hudson and his 
son adrift after he had discovered the Bay that now 
bears his name. 


Illus. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 
The appearance of a book title in this list does not 
preclude its subsequent review. 
Arnotp (General H. H.) Global Mission. Illus. 
Hutchinson. 21s. Od. net.—CaTALOGUE OF THE Music 
Lisrary The Piano, Its Music and Literature. City of 
Liverpool. 2s. Od. net.—CHa toner (W. H.) The Social 
and Economic Development of Crewe, 1780-1923. 
Illus. Manchester University Press. 30s. Od. net.— 
Dameter (Sir William Cecil) Cambridge and Elsewhere. 
Illus. Murray. 10s. 6d. net.—Epwarps (Lawrence) 
The Spangled Heavens. Illus Bodley Head. 7s. 6d. 
net—Evans (Evan) Smoking Gun Trail. Jenkins. 
8s. 6d. net.—Fosrer (Adelaide) Open My Eyes. Ward 
Lock. 9s. 6d. net.—Guituespy (F. Brayshaw) Crown 
Derby Porcelain. Illus. F. Lewis. £7 7s. Od. net.— 
Gtoac (John) How to Write Technical Books, with 
some Pertinent Remarks. About Planning Technical 
Papers and Forms. Illus. Allen & Unwin. 12s. 6d. net. 
—Hepces (Sid) Youth Club Entertainment Stunts. 
Illus. Methuen. 7s. 6d. net.—Horne.t (James) Fish- 
ing in Many Waters. Illus. Cambridge University 
Press. 30s. Od. net.—MacCartnuy (Desmond) Shaw. 
Macgibbon & Kee. 12s. 6d. net.—Martin (Chuck) 
Repentance at Boot Hill. Hammond. 7s. 6d. net.— 
McCurtcuHeon (Roger P.) Eighteenth-Century English 
Literature. Geoffrey Cumberlege. Oxford University 
Press. 5s. Od. net—Morran (Dermot) The Royal 
Family. Illus. Odhams Press. 8s. 6d. net.—Oppr, 
(A. P.) English Drawings, Stuart and Georgian Periods 
in Colleétion of His Majesty The King at Windsor 
Castle. Illus. Phaidon Press. 50s. Od. net.—PINCHER 
(Chapman) Spotlight on Animals. Illus. Hutchinson. 
12s. 6d. net.—Ross (Alan) The Forties. A Period Piece. 
Illus. Weidenfeld & Nicolson. 21s. 0d. net.—RueEFr 
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(Suze) I Knew Sarah Bernhardt. Illus. Muller. 18s. Od, 
net.—ScuiLuinGc (Edmund) Albrecht Durer Drawings 
and Water-Colours. Illus. Col. frontis. Allen & Unwin, 
10s. 6d. net.—Scuaipt (Georg), Seleéted by. Henti 
De Toulouse-Lautree. Col. illus. Allen & Unwin, 
21s. Od. net.—Snakespeare (William) Antony and 
Cleopatra. Ed. John Dover Wilson. Frontis. Cam- 
bridge University Press. 12s. 6d. net.—SHeEPHERD 
(T. B.), Compiled by. The Noble Art. An Anthology. 
Illus. Hollis & Carter. 12s. 6d. net.—Tierze (Hans) 
Titian. The Paintings and Drawings. Illus. Some in col. 
Phaidon. 30s. Od. mnet.—Tscuicotp (lan) An 
Illustrated History of Writing and Lettering. lus, 
Allen & Unwin. 15s. Od. net.—Turnor (Reginald) 
Nineteenth Century Architeéture in Britain. Illus, 
Batsford. 21s. Od. net.—WarsurTon (L.) Eleéro- 
Platin: for the Amateur. Illus. Percival Marshall. 
5s. OJ. net.—W arson (Eric E.) Portraiture Made Easy, 
Illus. Vawser & Wiles. 5s. Od. net.—We1GLe (Luther 
A.) The English New Testament. Nelson. 6s. 0d. net.— 
Wiitcocks (M. P.) The Laughing Philosopher. Being 
a Life of Francois Rabelais. Illus. Allen & Unwin. 
16s Od net.—Wutuiams (Stephen) Plays on the Air, 
A Survey of Drama Broadcasts. Hutchinson. 10s. 6d. 
net. 


PERIODICALS RECEIVED 

THE ACCOUNTANTS’ JOURNAL, April, 1951.— 
\.L.A. BULLETIN, February and March, 1951.— 
BULLETIN FOR LIBRARIES, March, 1951.— 
BULLETIN OF THE JOHN RYLANDS LIBRARY, 
MANCHESTER, March, 1951. — DEICHMAN.- 
BLADET, January and February, 1951.—FUTURE, 
April, 1951.—LIBRARIAN, March, 1951.—THE 
LIBRARY ASSISTANT, April, 1951.—THE LIB- 
RARY ASSOCIATION RECORD, April, 1951.— 
THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS QUARTERLY 
JOURNAL, February, 1951—WILSON LIBRARY 
BULLETIN Ap: 1, 1951 


Correspondem = 


Tue Eprror, 
“Tue Lisrary Wor.p.” 
16¢4 April, 1951. 
Sir, 
Lrrerary SOCIETIES 

I am compiling a handbook, for reference 
purposes, in which will be detailed the histories 
of literary societies, diale&t and debating 
organizations of the British Isles. In order 
that the work may be as comprehensive and 
authoritative as possible, may I appeal to 
Public Librarians and others connected with 
these societies to submit any details which 
they may think suitable for recording in this 
volume ? 

I am, Sir, 
For British Poetry-Drama Guild, 


GEOFFREY HANDLEY-TAYLOR. 
British Poetry-Drama Guild, President. 
10 Lime Avenue, York, England. 
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